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Ecuador hosts increasing numbers of Venezuelans sheltering from the ongoing political and economic crisis in Venezuela, as well as refugees
and asylum-seekers fleeing violence in Colombia. Many of these communities remain in need of food assistance.

SITUATION

*  Deteriorating conditions in Venezuela have contributed to increasing COLOMBIA
numbers of Venezuelans seeking assistance in Ecuador. As of March,
approximately 363,000 Venezuelans were sheltering in Ecuador, many
of whom are in need of food, health, and nutrition assistance, according o
to the Regional Interagency Coordination Platform for Refugees and Quito
Migrants from Venezuela (R4V).

e Since 2018, more than 1.47 million Venezuelan migrants have entered ECUADOR
Ecuador, the majority of whom transit through Ecuador to other South
American countries, including Peru and Chile, Government of Ecuador
(GoE) officials report. In response to GoE changes to visa
requirements in July 2019, the number of Venezuelans entering
Ecuador via formal border crossing points has decreased. PERU
e Additionally, Colombians fleeing ongoing violence in Colombia continue
to seek assistance in Ecuador. As of March 2020, the GoE reports that | = °—’—"°_
nearly 140,000 Colombian migrants have sought shelter in Ecuador
since 2010, many of whom are vulnerable and in need of assistance, FOOD FOR PEACE CONTRIBUTIONS
according to relief actors. TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS PER FISCAL YEAR (FY)
U.S. DOLLARS METRIC TONS*
e Since March, GoE restrictions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic FY 2020  $15.0 million 58 MT
have caused household incomes to decline—especially amongst those FY 2019  $23.0 million —
who rely on informal sector employment—and food prices to increase,  Wovg Yo F- TN X0 Na e[ [Te]s —
reducing individuals’ purchasing power and worsening levels of food e A G it e el (Ve 6 Gt S

and nutritional security amongst vulnerable households. The regions
most impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak include Azuay, El Oro,
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Guayas, Los Rios, Manabi, Pichincha, and Santa Elena, according to relief o0€ Youcners

actors.
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* USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (FFP) partners with the UN World L :
) ) ocal, Regional, and
Food Program (WFP) in Ecuador to respond to needs resulting from International Food
the Venezuela regional crisis and ongoing violence in Colombia, Procurement 1%

providing emergency food assistance to Venezuelans, Colombian
refugees, and host community members sheltering in and transiting
through Ecuador.

e FFP supports WFP to provide food vouchers—designed to meet
approximately 40 percent of household monthly food needs for six
months—to newly arrived Venezuelans intending to stay in Ecuador.

*  With FFP support, WFP also provides food assistance to vulnerable
Venezuelans, Colombian refugees, and host community members at
community kitchens and sheltersAdditionally, FFP partners with WFP
to provide one-time emergency food assistance packages to vulnerable
Venezuelans transiting across the Colombia—Ecuador border.

Photo: Venezuelans use a WFP-issued food voucher to purchase nutritious, locally grown foods at a market in Imbabura Province’s Ibarra City.




