
 

 

Learning to Map Risk in Indonesia 

USAID supports training 
courses to provide local 
officials in Indonesia key 
skills to help them 
respond to rapid-onset 
disasters, such as the 
recent earthquake in 
Aceh Province.  
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Volunteers and emergency 

response staff from USAID 

partner IOM distribute shelter kits 

in Bener Meriah after the July 2 

earthquake. 

 

 

On July 2, 2013, a magnitude 6.1 earthquake struck              
Indonesia’s Aceh Province, resulting in 42 deaths and           
displacing more than 53,000 people.  In Bener Meriah, one of 
Aceh’s hardest-hit districts, the earthquake damaged or de-
stroyed houses, health facilities, roads, and communications 
systems. 
 
Fortunately, when the earthquake struck, Bener Meriah’s disas-
ter authorities were ready to respond.  Using previously pre-
pared disaster risk maps, authorities were able to identify 
vulnerable areas and prepare for possible obstacles to reaching 
affected communities and providing emergency assistance. 
 
Less than three months before the earthquake occurred, those 
disaster risk maps did not exist.  Government officials in Bener 
Meriah had just created the district-level maps in May 2013 as 
part of an eight-day intensive training course conducted by the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) with funding from 
USAID. 
 
Recognizing that local authorities lacked training in key infor-
mation skills, USAID supported partner IOM in providing train-
ing to equip 25 government employees with the skills and 
knowledge required to collect data, conduct surveys, utilize da-
tabase applications, and generate maps.  At the end of the 
training, officials used their newly acquired skills to develop dis-
trict-level disaster risk maps, which support Bener Meriah’s dis-
aster management plan and improved the July 2 earthquake 
response. 
 
“I never thought the training would become so handy so quick-
ly,” said Ibu Hajjah, who heads the preparedness section of 
Bener Meriah’s Disaster Management Agency.  “Now we will be 
able to react in a more targeted and effective way.”  
 
The training is part of a larger, multi-year program to strengthen 
disaster risk reduction capacity and promote community resili-
ence in five districts within Aceh.  Implemented by IOM, the 
program promotes training in and use of open-source software 
that allows local officials to better prepare for and respond to 
natural disasters.   


